The airway occlusion test as a screening for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS).
The airway occlusion test was carried out as a screening test for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). To obtain the normal values for use as control values, the relationship of the airway occlusion test with various variables was determined in 234 infants. The result shows that the best correlation was seen between percentage prolongation and the corrected gestational age. Percentage prolongation increased with the progression of age up to about the 40th week of corrected gestational age. Subsequently, there was no remarkable change in percentage prolongation. In six out of eight cases with apparent life threatening events, percentage prolongation was reduced. These results indicate that the determination of percentage prolongation can be used for screening of high risk babies for SIDS.